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Far-Away Places

The essays in this collection could be called a cultural
autobiography. At the time when the first of them was written,
America was still looking primarily at the U.S.S.R. as the world
power which might set the world ablaze. Then, after the collapse of
the Soviet Union, the rising suns of the South China coasts and the
Pacific Rim cast their light across the world, and the many faces of
Islam were often the images we saw on CNN. As the author travels
through the beginning of the 21st century, he discovers that things
never change as much as they stay the same.

After each essay is a short bibliography, and a well-written “Re-
Vision” as the author looks back on his journeys and puts them into
a “now” perspective.

But it is his description that most impresses. His ability to capture
the essence of life in Turkey, India, or New York even if he is only a
guest, a short-term guest at that. Here the power of words to tell a
story, portray a picture, show a scene, brings with it a new level of
joy and wonder that will send the reader on an exciting journey
without the need to pack a bag and bring a change of clothes.
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What makes Israel so special?
EVERYTHING!
And here are more than 100 examples

of the wondrous things you’ll find in the
Land of Milk and Honey.

101 Reasons to Visit Israel
(and perhaps make aliyah)
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On Purim and Shushan Purim

You Can See Lots of People in Costume

You Can Visit the Lowest Point on Earth

Yam Hamelech, Israel

You Will Love the Fresh & Crispy Breads and Lachmaniot

At the Bakery Outside of the Machene Yehuda on Jaffo Street

City Hall, Jaffa Street, Jerusalem

You Will See that Even Jerusalem’s City Hall Has a Large Sukka
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It was during the euphoric aftermath of Israel’s victorious Six Day War
in 1967, that Yoram (Richie) Friedman uprooted his wife and ten-year-old
son from the “good life” in the States, to settle on a picturesque border
kibbutz in Northern Israel.

In October 1973, the reality of their seemingly idyllic new home comes
into sharp relief as Syrian war planes fly menacingly overhead, signaling
the beginning of Israel’s next (and most costly) war with its Arab
neighbors – the Yom Kippur War.

The trauma of that horrific conflict somehow strengthens Yoram’s
Zionist ideals, but his wife and son reject his lofty principles and decide to
return to the States, resulting in a wrenching silence from both sides of
the ocean – lasting almost a quarter century.

Then one day, Yoram receives an unexpected letter from his twelve-
year-old grandson, a new Boy Scout and budding adventurer. Their
ensuing pen-pal relationship brings about a special bond between grandpa
and grandson, as adventures of the past intermingle with present day
events in a compelling and healing love story spanning the generations.
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Grandpa’s Mountain
Letters From A Border Kibbutz
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These short essays explain, without embellishments, how
to live life to the fullest, and how to create a better life for
you, your family and everyone you come into contact with.
They are meaningful to people of any age because they deal
with the tiny obstacles in everyone’s life that won’t let them
move on.

In essays like “Improving Your Attitude,” “Take Charge
and Run Your Life,” “Everything Happens for the Best,” and
“Don’t Take It Personally,” the author presents some basic,
sound observations that will change the way you see yourself
and the way others see you. His advice is simple, practical
and usable.

If you find yourself asking, as you read this book, “Why
didn’t I think of that myself?” Don’t worry – thousands have
felt the same way. The important thing is that now you have
these wonderful solutions to the inevitable obstacles in life.

Use them.
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